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ROYAL SOCIETY FUNDING 
SCHEME

• International Incoming Short Visits

• International Outgoing Short Visits

• South Africa-UK Science Networks

• International Joint Project

Further information 



International Outgoing and 
Incoming Short Visits

Objectives

• To support new and ongoing international 
collaborations by providing grants to cover 
mobility costs.

• To initiate one-to-one collaborations
• To explore opportunities to build lasting 

networks
• To gain access to complementary 

equipment data observations and ideas



Basic Eligibility, Duration and 
Level of Funding

• Must be of postdoctoral research scientists
• Research must be in natural sciences, 

medicine & eng.
• Cannot fund social sciences or clinical 

medical research
• Visits between 1 & 12 weeks
• Grant covers subsistence & local travel costs
• For Sub-Saharan Africa grant covers 

international airfare
• 4 closing dates per year



South Africa-UK Science 
Networks (Phase II)

Objectives
• To initiate and encourage “bottom-up” networking 

between excellent UK and South African 
Postdoctoral Scientists

• To develop new and enduring partnerships in any 
field of S&T, that would ultimately result in bids for 
project funding through national structures.

Modes of Networking
• One-to-one meetings (lasting between 5 days to 3 

months)
• Thematic workshops (lasting up to 5 days) 
• Exploratory Visits (up to 5 scientists visiting



International Joint Project
Objective

• To enable international collaboration by providing a mobility 
grant for researchers to cover travel, subsistence and 
research expenses (collaboration should be based on a 
single project funding including two teams or individuals: 
one based in the UK and the other one based outside the 
UK)

Funding
• Up to £6,000 per year (includes consumable costs), over a 

2 year period

Closing Date
4 closing dates per year
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RSC member Dr Robert Mokaya at the House of Commons launch of the RSC’s Archive for 
Africa.  Originally from Kenya, Dr Mokaya is a lecturer at Nottingham University. The 
Archive will help strengthen links between scientists in the UK and their colleagues in Africa.



Susan Veldsman

COSALC/SASLI

SASLI Project coordinator

PO Box 11589

Centurion 0046

South Africa

E: sasli@cosalc.ac.za

T: +27 (0) 12 663 8559

F: +27 (0) 12 663 8559

Vasti Daniels (Ms)
Customer Service

Swets Information Services
PO Box 7066, Centurion, 0046, South 
Africa
Unit 14 Lords Office Estates
276 West Avenue
Centurion 0046
South Africa
T: +27 (0)12 663-1924
F: +27 (0)12 663-2285 
E: vdaniels@sa.swets.com
W: www.swets.com

IRSC regional sales manager for Africa, Lesley Maw. Her email is 
mawl@rsc.org and direct line phone is +44 1223 432300. Of course, 
they are also welcome to send me a message.

Contact organisations



A Pan Africa Chemistry Network

In South Africa
•Agreements e.g.SACI
•Work with FASC
•RSC Local Sections N and S
•Africa Session IUPAC 2009



Building on its current work in Africa, including the tremendous response to the launch of the Archive 
for Africa in February 2006, the Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) seeks to increase its support for 
chemical scientists in the Continent.  There are compelling and urgent reasons for this:  

Many of Africa’s most pressing problems have science-
related solutions.  Giving local scientists the support they need 
to develop skills and form networks beyond national 
boundaries is vital to finding sustainable solutions.

More than 65 universities in Africa have accessed the online 
Archive for Africa since February, demonstrating a strong 
demand for research data among African chemists.  This 
interest must be nurtured and supported. 

Consistent with the G8 objectives and Millennium 
Development Goals, which underscore the important role that 
science plays in social and economic development, a higher 
level of chemical science-literacy will fuel economic growth 
and employment in Africa. 





Pat Johnson (now Koolman) Education Travel Grant working in Schools 



Emasondsondo Physics Bus project 



The Chemistry Road Show bus would be similar in scope to a physics bus already in use

SCI-BONO Discovery Centre
David Kramer
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Overview of the NLC

11 July 2007
CSIR: NLC / NRF workshop

NLC Boardroom



Outline

• NLC programs
– Budget
– Structure

• ALC structure and programs



NLC Programs
• Focus

– Research and development of laser 
technology and applications

– Human capital development & enabling 
laser research in SA

• One of three National Research Centres 
in the CSIR

• MERAKA
• SAC

• Total staff complement : 62 
• Income: R41.6 m
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NLC ProgramsNational Laser Centre
Dr T Dlamini

Quantum Optics 
– Dr Lourens Botha

Laser Materials
 Processing

 - Vacant

Mathematical Optics
Dr A Forbes

Laser Sources
Dr Christoph Bollig

R&D &
 Feasibility Studies

Mr H Burger

HEI Programmes
 – Dr Paul Motalane 

 User Facility 
& RPP

Dr A Forbes &
 Mr T du Plooy

PULSE
Vacant

ALC
Dr P MotalaneUltra Short Physics

Spectroscopy
Dr Lourens Botha

Biophotonics
Dr Jan Dam

Operations 
Management
Mr H Greyling

Industrial Services
Mr Hansie Pretorius

Contract R&D
Management

Vacant



ALC
• Virtual network of laser research 

institutes on the African continent.
• Membership:

– Only research institutes and universities 
can become members

– Currently has 27 members
– More than 12 African countries represented

• Section 21 company
– Legal status
– Board of Directors (SA, Senegal, Egypt, 

Ghana, Algeria, Lesotho, Nigeria, Kenya, 
Cameroon)





Nanosciences African Network 
NANOAFNET






